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It is, then, along these lines that the school-
master can pursue his task of discovering and
making effective a unique personality. For
the great majority of our boys and girls it must
be done by him, if it is to be done at all : for
the great majority will not see the inside of a
university: for them the only post-school
education will be the haphazard education of
life itself, and though life has often been
regarded as the great school of mankind, it
is a ruthless school, whose methods are
irresponsible and indefensible : any school
in the strict sense, which was guilty of such
wastage of the lives committed to it, would
have to close its doors within a week. Mean-
while, the extent of university work increases
every year. This is done partly by putting
back on to the schools work which is really
the business of the university : this is a
regrettable tendency, and may lead to an
increase in premature specialization at the
expense of true education : to take a solitary
example, it is customary nowadays for a boy
to take his first M.B. examination, and some-
times part of the second, before leaving school:
that used to be university work, and rightly